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to invite you to follow the example of that beautiful girl, Valli-
amma, in order that you may successfully resist this Rowlatt legis-
lation, and I promise that, if you will approach the question with
even a little of the faith of Valliamma, you will see that in a very
short time these Bills are destroyed*
The Bills have violated the national conscience, and resistance
to those commands which are in violation of one's conscience is a
sacred privilege and a beauty, and it is not this law or this command
of the governor that we resist, but it is our duty, it is open to us
to resist all his commands which are not moral commands, and
when we respectfully disobey wrongful things of these governors,
we serve not only them but the whole nation, I have been asked
wherever I have gone what law, what other laws, shall we disobey.
The only answer I am able to give you today is that it is open to
us to disobey all the laws which do not involve any moral sanc-
tion. That being so, it is totally unnecessary for you to know what
laws we shall disobey, The aim of a satyagrahi is to invite upon
his own devoted head all the suffering that he is capable of under-
taking. Those of you, therefore, who disapprove of the Rowlatt
legislation and who have faith in the efficacy of satyagraha, I have
come to invite in order that you might sign this Pledge, but I will
ask you to consider a thousand times before signing the Pledge.
It is no discredit to you that you do not sign the Pledge, either
because you do not disapprove of the legislation or you have not
got the strength and the will, and it is not open to any satyagrahi
to resent your refraining from signing the Pledge. But if you once
sign the Pledge, remember that even as that poor girl Valliamma
in spite of her illness underwent the full term of her imprison-
ment, even so shall you never detract from the Pledge*
You might have seen from today's papers received here that
I have addressed to the Press a letter embodying some suggestions,
I will, however, repeat them this evening* My first suggestion is,
that on Sunday week, i.e., 6th day of April, we shall all observe
a 24 hours* fast* It is a fitting preliminary for satyagrahis before
they commence civil disobedience of the laws. For all others, it will
bean expression of their deep grief over the wrong committed by
the Government* I have regarded this movement as a purely
religious movement and fast is an ancient institution amongst us*
You will not mistake it for a hunger-strike (Laughter.) nor will
you consider it as designed for exerting any pressure upon the
Government. It is a measure of self-discipline, it will be an ex-
pression of the anguish of the soul, and when the soul is anguished,
nobody could resist* I hope that all adults will take up the task